
If someone asks, “Which is the better format, 4X3 or 16X9,” all you can say with certainty is, “It 

all depends.”  

First of all, let’s look at the two formats (aspect ratios) to make sure we know what these 

numbers mean. 

 

4X3 format means that the width of the screen 

will be multiple units of 4 while the height of the 

screen will be in multiples of 3, or a ratio of 4 to 

3. 

The actual size of the screen may be 8’ by 6’, 

12’ by 9’, 16’ by 12’ or some other multiples.  

 

 

 

16X9 format means that the width 

of the screen will be multiple units 

of 16 while the height of the screen 

will be multiples of 9, or a ratio of 

16 to 9. 

The actual size of the screen may 

be 8’ by 4.5’, 12’ by 6.75’, 16’ by 9’ 

or some other multiples. 

 

 

Whenever properly formated slides are used on these screen, the whole screen is used. 

 

4X3 slide on a 4X3 screen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

16X9 slide on 16X9 screen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, look at a 16X9 slide on a 

4X3 screen. There is a lot of 

unused area at the top. This 

limits the height of the slide. 

It is the height of the material in 

the slide that determines 

readability more than the width. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a 4X3 slide projected on 

a 16X9 screen. There is unused 

screen on the left and right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



However, the most interesting thing is to consider which is better, 4X3 on 16X9 or 16X9 on 4X3. 

 

This is a 4X3 screen. On 

the left is part of a 16X9 

slide and on the right is 

part of a 4X3 slide. 

 

It is easy to see that the 

4X3 slide is much more 

readable than the 16X9 

slide when projected on a 

4X3 screen.  

 

 

 

 

This is a 16X9 screen. 

On the left is part of a 

4X3 slide and on the right 

is part of a 16X9 slide. 

They are both the same 

height but the 16X9 slide 

is wider. The 16X9 slide 

is only slightly more 

readable than the 4X3 

slide. 

 

 

What is the conclusion? If you have a 4X3 format screen, use ONLY 4X3 slides. Otherwise, you 

will be making the slides shorter and much harder to read. 

If you have a 16X9 format screen, it is better to use the 16X9 slides. However, if your projector 

will only project 4X3, just go with the 4X3 slides. There is some difference but not much. 
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